Rapid determination of IL-6 specific activity by flow cytometry.
Current methods to measure the specific activity of cytokines are based on the time-consuming determination of the growth curve of a sensitive cell line. Here, we present a faster alternative based on flow cytometry, by determining the dose-response curve of cellular response to a cytokine. By using World Health Organization (WHO) cytokine standards, rapid determination of cytokine specific activity is now possible, as it takes only a few hours to achieve, in comparison to days with the classical method thus allowing laboratories to rapidly and easily assess the potency of their cytokines.